
Horseheads Police Department Implements “Zero Tolerance” enforcement of 
School Zone Speed Limits

PRESS RELEASE: September 1st through September 6th

With the onset of the beginning of the school year comes the traditional increase in traffic problems.
In an effort to increase safety on Village streets, and for our school children, Horseheads Police will
implement a traffic safety initiative to address traffic issues associated with a new school year.  The
first day of school will bring a change in the driving environment for area motorists.  This includes
a higher risk of collisions that can be attributed to several factors including the increase in vehicular
traffic during the morning and afternoon rush hours, the large number of child pedestrians, a change
in the driving environment related to school zones and streets adjacent to area schools, the addition
of school bus traffic, and the significant number of inexperienced, teen drivers traveling to and from
school.

The Horseheads Police Department will significantly increase the number of police officers that are
assigned to traffic enforcement for the first few weeks of school.  Horseheads Police will be very
proactive with traffic enforcement in an effort to maintain a safe travel environment for drivers and
children alike.  Officers will focus traffic enforcement during peak periods of travel, primarily directed
towards school zones and streets adjacent to all schools located within the Village of Horseheads.

Officers will target drivers for collision causing violations, violations of failure to stop for school
busses and school zone speed violators, beginning the first day of school on Wednesday,
September 6th.  There will be no grace period for motorists committing violations in school zones.
Our goal is  to establish the safest environment possible for our children and motorists beginning
the first day of school.  Horseheads Police will immediately being “Zero Tolerance” enforcement of
school zone speed limits.  All school speed zones will be adhered to on school days between the
hours of 7am to 6pm.  Fines for speeding in school zones range from $90 to $1,200 depending on
the severity of the violation.  Also, failure to stop for a school bus with its red flashing lights activated
is a violation that carries a fine ranging from $250 to $400.  These fines do not include a $55
mandatory court surcharge.

In conclusion, we remind all drivers to be aware of the changing driving environment.  Wear your
seatbelt, watch your speed and drive responsibly.  If you don’t, you risk the hefty price of a traffic
citation, or suffering a significantly higher consequence of being involved in a traffic collision.  The
safety of our children is our primary concern.  We ask all drivers to help the Horseheads Police to
make this a safe school year for all children and motorists.
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