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Minutes 

 
Village Board of Trustees 

 
January 27, 2011 

 
 
 
A meeting of the Village of Horseheads Board of Trustees was held on the above date at 7:00 
p.m. 
 
Present were:  
 

Village Board and Staff 
 
Mayor Donald Zeigler 
Trustee Ron Swartz 
Trustee Larry Clark 
Trustee George Koliwasky 
Village Attorney John Groff 
Village Manager Walt Herbst 
Village Justice Bill Driscoll 
Village Justice Lou Tarantelli 
 
 

 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Sharron Cunningham 
Police Chief Mike Barton 
Parks Dir. Nate Nagle 
DPW Dir. Matt Mustico 
Plan. Bd. Member Mike Stenpeck 
Officer William Goodwin, Jr. 
Several Members of Village PD 
 
 

Others 
 
Susan Multer, 3005 Watkins Rd. 
Babs Dunn, Cortland Lane 
Glenn & Susan Hostetler, W. Broad St. 
Jean Quinn, Gardner Rd. 
Pat Gross, W. Broad St. 
Jack Healy, 165 Old Ithaca Rd. 
Barb Skorczewski, W. Franklin St. 
 
Absent:  Trustee Peters 
 
 

 
 
Dave Westlake, Wygant Rd. 
Mike Swasta, Watkins Rd. 
Glen Harvey, Bergmann Associates 
Bill Goodwin Family 
News Media 
 
 
 

 
Trustee Peters was absent, but was listening on speakerphone. 
 
 
Resolution by Trustee Swartz, seconded by Trustee Clark 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the reading of the minutes of the January 13, 2011 Board of Trustees 
Meeting be dispensed with and the same stand approved as entered by the Clerk. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
 
Mayor Zeigler: Aye  
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Trustee Swartz: Aye 
Trustee Koliwasky: Aye 
Trustee Clark: Aye 
 
Presentation – Schlumberger Site Plan Amendment 
At this time, Glen Harvey from Bergmann Associates made a brief presentation regarding the 
application of Schlumberger Technologies for Site Plan Amendment.  He reviewed the original 
site plan and the proposed changes.  Approximately 30% of the concrete pavement is already 
installed.  All the storm water management facilities are installed.  When construction started, 
Schumberger looked at site plan to come up with increased efficiencies.   Lot of personnel and 
material moving back and forth.  Decided to combine maintenance and admin building together.  
Total building sq footage will be significantly less.  One of the other changes we propose is that 
originally the sand silo was going to be domed, like a salt facility.  Now we are proposing a silo 
type arrangement that can be loaded with rail cars.  Also removed a driveway connection, and 
the fueling station has been completely removed.  Perforation equipment shop, originally 
proposed 3 bunkers, now just proposing one.  Also due to restriping we picked up 9 more parking 
spaces.  No additional stormwater runoff.  No increase to impervious surface. 
 
Mr. Harvey then showed the overlay of the two maps, showing the proposed changes. 
 
 
Public Hearing:  Schlumberger Site Plan Amendment 
At this time, the Board conducted a Public Hearing regarding the application of Schlumberger 
Technologies for Site Plan Amendment. 
 
Atty. Groff opened the public hearing. 
 
Steve Gibbs, Town of Horseheads -  comment on volume of dangerous silica on this site.  Now 
they will bring in by train instead of trucks.  That means huge volumes.  This Board should go 
look at railroad yard in Elmira and see the huge amount of dangerous materials being blown all 
over.  Biggest significance of this proposed facility is not reduction in square footage, but to take 
advantage of rail shipping which will have huge environmental impact.  This Board should 
require an environmental impact study of this site before anymore amendments are made. 
 
Susan Multer, Village of Horseheads – on the fueling station not being there, that means that the 
hundreds of trucks that go to and from there will have to fuel somewhere else.  So I’m suggesting 
that if these trucks are going to go to the Dandymart, etc. there will be a lot more traffic on our 
streets day and night.  She then distributed a copy of an article regarding Bradford County 
Pennsylvania about the huge volume of trucks, and increased accidents, the firefighters could not 
get to accidents quickly anymore.  Something we should think about.  Other thing I’m concerned 
about is the silica dust.  I’m a social worker, but I know two Village residents who have seen the 
white fine dust that is blowing now to the Ridge Road Elementary school yard, houses on Ridge 
Road, and when the rail extension gets completed, there will be much more inhalation of silica 
dust by children at this school, and by all residents.   
 
Jack Nickerson, 161 Old Ithaca Rd. – been living with dust and sand from there for 3 years.  The 
trucks come out of there and the sand just blows off.  I’ve talked to Health Dept., they say its not 
good for you.  Everyday we get our houses covered with this.  What about number of trucks 
going back and forth that are contaminated.  Gasfield Specialties is washing theirs right on the 
ground.  He mentioned that this meeting was not advertised in Star Gazette. 
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Atty. Groff – there as a notice in Star Gazette of this public hearing. 
 
Mike Swasta, 411 Watkins Rd. – concerns on sand handling.  New railroad sidings and spur 
extensions, and also radioactive materials, and now fueling of their trucks since fueling station is 
being eliminated.  Buildings have been significantly downsized to 216,000 sq. ft.  On notification 
of public hearing, a notice did appear in star gazette.  But I believe no letters were sent to 
property owners on the public hearing. 
 
Atty. Groff – you are in correct. 
 
Mr. Swasta continued by saying that the 2009 public presentations on the facility downplayed the 
role of the rail siding and its use for delivery of sand to the facility.  This new plan acknowledges 
significant new ad importance of rail cars for bulk sand and other material.  The location of the 
rail sidings and Sand Silo Area is in close proximity to existing residential properties on Ridge 
Road.  Air quality monitoring should be mandated.  There remains a reasonably foreseeable 
catastrophic impact.  Mr. Swasta submitted his comments in writing. 
 
Jean Quinn, Gardner Rd. – concerned about truck washing facility.  Where does water come 
from.  Where does used water go.  Are the trucks being washed just on the outside, or inside 
too.  And where is the residue going. 
 
Barb Skorczewski, W. Franklin St. – location of explosives facility, Board should have 
Schlumberger revisit the location of this building. 
 
Bonnie Chollet, Latta Brook Rd. – concerned about proximity of explosive storage to athletic fields 
of the Town, and further concerned about silica dust. 
 
As there was nobody else came forward, Atty. Groff declared the public hearing closed. 
 
Manager Herbst noted that the comment period will extend for the next 7 days. 
 
 
 
Motion by Trustee Swartz, seconded by Trustee Koliwasky, that the following item be added to 
the agenda: 
  - Swear In New Police Officer 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
 
Mayor Zeigler: Aye  
Trustee Swartz: Aye 
Trustee Koliwasky: Aye 
Trustee Clark: Aye 
 
 
At this time Mayor Zeigler conducted the swearing-in ceremony for Horseheads Police Officer 
William Goodwin, Jr. 
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Trustee Clark – a lot of sidewalks not being shoveled.  Not sure how Code Enf. can even handle it 
all.  Need an alternative, maybe send out notices.  It really needs to be looked at. 
 
Mayor Zeigler – working toward replacing our CSO, now that he is a Police Officer. 
 
Manager Herbst – talked to Civ. Svce. today, they expect to clear our proposed CSO job 
description next week.  We have someone in training now, plus we have another part timer 
interested. 
 
After brief discussion, the Board agreed to have a Workshop regarding the Parks & Recreation 
Department on February 2nd at 4pm. 
 
Manager Herbst reminded the public about the Manager Roundtable which occurs the last 
Tuesday of each month. 
 
Manager Herbst noted that the silos at Schlumberger will involve self-contained controlled 
distribution of sand so there won’t be any environmental impact, it will be completely enclosed, as 
opposed to another area up there.  Also, our Code Enf. officer will be addressing that issue.  
Should see improvements in the spring. 
 
Manager Herbst distributed copies of the Action Items in our Comprehensive Plan.  He reviewed 
the status of some of the items: 
 
- Governmental Effectiveness – allocating funding.  That is in process as is budgeting for 

educational development of employees.  Working right now with JET for employee 
computer training.  Also working with Employee Assistance Program for workplace safety 
training.   

 
- Two-Way Communication with residents and businesses – we have begun the newsletter, 

and now the Manager Roundtable.   
 
- Regarding Infrastructure, we are continuing with storm water grant funding.  We have 

reached the second stage of that.   
 
- On Road Maintenance, our new superintendent has done an analysis on state of the 

roads and has prioritized them.   
 
- We are evaluating the water system.  Have done rate increase to cover improvements.  

Looking for energy audit as soon as they can schedule it.   
 
- We did reevaluate dumpster program.  That has been successful as modified.  Looking 

at 500 lb. vouchers and 1,000 lb. vouchers.   
 
- Engaging in inter-municipal cooperation as much as possible.  Town of Elmira 

agreement for DPW Supt.  Also doing a joint agreement on a new Bucket Truck.   
 
- Will be joining up with Elmira Heights and STEG and Community Progress to do some 

economic development.  Looking at potential for hiring a part time person to work with 
both Villages.   
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- Our relationship with schools in sharing services continues.   
 
- Have worked with Storm Water Coalition very closely.   
 
- Composting – shrubs, leaves and brush from pit go to our composting site.   
 
- We are looking at feasibility of construction of new Village buildings.  Looked at Grange, 

but was not practical.  Still working on that.   
 
- We also planned for grant writers, using TVGA, CPI and MRB as well as current energy 

audit that is taking place.    
 
- Support for Fire Department continues.  We were able to get grant for firetruck and for 

new gear for the firefighters.  Older trucks are now for sale, will reinvest that money in fire 
department.   

 
- Emphasis on truck enforcement on our roads.  Need to continue that. 
 
- Some grants provide for Live Scan for Police Department for digital fingerprinting to the 

State. 
 
Will continue review of more items at the next meeting. 
 
 
Chief Barton – tragedy at Joseph St. yesterday, very proud of our officers in the way they 
conducted themselves during this situation.  As well as civilians who acted above and beyond. 
 
Nate Nagle – talking with winter staff, they convinced me to put Parks and Rec Department on 
Facebook.  Super Saturday started last week, and we have 52 more kids than last year. 
 
Chief Sullivan – situation on Joseph St., cooperation between Police, Fire, utility agencies, DPW 
and County officials was phenomenal.  We are working to sell surplused fire trucks. 
 
 
Motion by Trustee Clark, seconded by Trustee Koliwasky, that this Board move into an Executive 
Session to discuss the employment history of a particular person, and that Village Justices 
Driscoll and Tarantelli, as well as Village Manager Herbst and Village Attorney Groff be present 
also. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
 
Mayor Zeigler: Aye  
Trustee Swartz: Aye 
Trustee Koliwasky: Aye 
Trustee Clark: Aye 
 
 
At 7:58 p.m. the Board, Justices, Manager and Attorney moved into and Executive Session, the 
minutes of which are attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 
At 8:59 p.m. the Board reconvened back into its regular meeting of this date. 
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As there was nothing further to come before the Board, the meeting was closed at 9:00 p.m. 
 
/rmb 
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Village Board of Trustees 
 EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 January 27, 2011 
 
 
An Executive Session of the Village of Horseheads Board of Trustees was held on the above date 
at 8:00 p.m. in Village Hall.  Present were Mayor Donald Zeigler, Trustees Ronald Swartz,  
George Koliwasky, and Larry Clark, Village Manager Herbst, Village Justices Driscoll and 
Tarantelli and Village Attorney John G. Groff.   
 
Trustee Peters was absent, but was listening on speakerphone. 
 
Everyone discussed the employment history of a particular person.  No action was taken. 
 
At 8:57 p.m., a motion was made by Trustee Clark, seconded by Trustee Koliwasky, that the 
executive session be adjourned, and the Board reconvene back into its regular meeting of this 
date. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
 
Mayor Zeigler:    Aye  
Trustee Swartz:   Aye 
Trustee Koliwasky:     Aye   
Trustee Clark:    Aye 
 
 
 
 


