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 Minutes 
 
 Village Board of Trustees 
 
 November 16, 2010 
 
 
A Special Meeting of the Village of Horseheads Board of Trustees was held on the above date at 
4:00 p.m.   
 
Present were:  
 

Village Board and Staff 
 
Mayor Donald Zeigler 
Trustee Ron Swartz 
Trustee Larry Clark 
Village Attorney John Groff 
 

 
 
Manager’s Assistant Rachel Baer 
 

Others 
 
Tom Gough, Colonial Manor 
Jamie Gensel, Fagan Engineers 
 

 
 
Mike Swasta, Watkins Rd. 
News Media 
 
 
 

Mayor Zeigler noted that the purpose of this Special Meeting is to complete the SEQR Review for 
the proposed Colonial Manor Apartments at the corner of Broad and Sing Sing. 
 
Atty. Groff noted that Trustee Peters is out of town, but is listening to the meeting on speaker 
phone.  She can also participate in any discussion. 
 
 
Tom Gough, developer of the apartment complex, came forward and read a statement. 
 
Jamie Gensel, Fagan Engineers, reviewed the site highlights.  It will be a mult-family complex 
built in 2 phases.  Phase 1 is eight bldgs.  Phase 2 is four bldgs.  Slight revisions were made to 
the site plan based on comments from the Village Traffic Comm. and the various planning boards.  
Major variation we made was to the northwest corner units.  They have been moved further away 
from Broad St.  We also added in sewer and hydrant locations.  Also a turnaround was added at 
the Phase 1/Phase 2 division line.  This turnaround will be for emergency purposes to turn 
around an emergency vehicle.  That will stay there.  We put the stormwater basins on there.  
Will need a full SWPPP and be reviewed by County stormwater engineer.    Also added more 
parking spaces.  There will be no garages on east or west elevations on the sides.  Will be 
private roads maintained by developer. 
 
Atty. Groff read questions on Part 2 of the Full SEQR Form, and the Board discussed and 
answered the questions.  The “Yes” answers and discussions are as follows: 
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Question # 
 

 
Examples/Discussion 

 
Impact 

 
#1 – Physical Change to 
Project Site – Yes 
 

 
Slope of 15% or greater:  J. Gensel – its really less than 10% 
 
More than one phase:  Will be two phases 
 
 

 
Small/Mod 
 
Small/Mod 

 
#5 – Affect Surface or 
Groundwater Quality or 
Quantity - Yes 
 

 
Will require a discharge permit:  J. Gensel - any project that 
disturbs over one acre requires stormwater permit from DEC, 
and full SWPPP plan and mitigation measures.  No 
abnormal challenges. No problems with sewer service. 
 
Trustee Swartz - adversely effecting groundwater?  Will that 
effect it?  Jamie – this question is more like existing 
groundwater aquifer. We=re not constructing that deep.  Not 
infiltrating or discharging to groundwater. 
 
Use 20,000 gal or more of water per day:  Estimated 30,000 
per day from Village.  Should not be a problem from Village.  
Have had discussions with Village staff, more than enough 
capacity. 
 
 

 
Small/Mod 
 
 
 
 
 
N/A 
 
 
 
 
Small/Mod 

 
#6 – Alter Drainage Flow 
or Patterns, or Surface 
Water Runoff - Yes 
 

 
 

 
Small/Mod 

 
#11 – Affect Aesthetic 
Resources – Yes 
 
 

 
Proposed land uses will reduce enjoyment of aesthetic 
qualities:  Village Board Members debated this issue at 
length.  Trustee Peters:  The neighbors are used to that 
area being a natural landscape.  Will they keep landscaping 
up?  J. Gensel - what do you consider an aesthetic 
resource.  Trustee Clark - it=s a field.  Only aesthetic part is 
that they have a full view.  The Village Board agreed the 
answer to this example is No. 
 
Will result in elimination or screening of scenic views:  Yes.  
J. Gensel:  will mitigate by meeting with neighbors and go 
over what they would like to see regarding landscaping.  
Want to go above and beyond.  Will maintain as many as 
possible existing site trees, and supplement with additional 
plantings.  Try to keep existing adult trees there.  That is 
why we shifted some of the buildings south to have more 
room for landscaping and buffering.  Will explain more at 
public hearing. 
 
 

 
N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Small/Mod 
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#15 – Effect to Existing 
Transportation Systems – 
Yes 
 

 
Alteration of Present Patterns:  No 
 
Result in Major Traffic Problems:  No 

 
Small/Mod 

 
 
#19 – Affect Character of 
Existing Community - Yes 

 
 
Cause a change in density of land use:  Yes 
 
Create demand for additional community services:  Yes 
 
Other Impacts:  Emergency services. 

 
 
Small/Mod 
 
Small/Mod 
 
Small/Mod 
 

 
#20 – Public Controversy 
Related to Potential 
Adverse Environmental 
Impacts 
 

 
Trustee Peters:  there is going to be some impact.  Trustee 
Swartz:  question says ‘potential adverse environmental 
impact’.  None that haven’t been mitigated.  There may be 
public controversy, but not on environmental impacts.  The 
Board agreed the answer to this question is No. 
 

 
N/A 

 
 
Atty. Groff – you’ve completed your analysis.  You have a meeting scheduled for Thursday where 
you can bring this up at the public hearing. 
 
No action taken now on this SEQR review.  Its being deferred until Thursday where the project 
will be offered to pubic for review and comment. 
 
As there was nothing further to come before the Board, the meeting was closed at 4:44 p.m. 
 
 
rmb 
 


